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under British rule and have been taught to
acknowledge the authority of the King-Emperor.
They have learned, moreover, that the British rule
is beneficial to the community and brings peace.
Though they submit to a temporal power
politically, they would not tolerate for a moment
any interference with their traditional ceremonies,
religious, social, or domestic. These were received
direct from the Prophet, and have been preserved
in a spirit of conservatism that has no equal in the
history of the world.
The third pillar of Islam is the fast of Ramazan,
It lasts thirty days. During that time the faithful
must not eat or drink between the hours of sunrise
and sunset. In a hot climate like Madras it must
be very trying. The rich man who is not obliged
to labour turns night into day as far as he is able,
and so eludes the difficulty; but the tradesman
and mechanic cannot afford to do this. It is
wonderful how the poorer classes of Triplicane
maintain their fast; yet they do it honestly, mak-
ing up for lost time by drinking and eating largely
immediately after sunset and just before sunrise.'
The fourth pillar of Faith is a ceremonious and
systematic almsgiving. Canon Sell, in his admir-
able book, The Faith of Islam, says: "In India the